
edizioni
Museo
Pasqualino

GLOBAL HUMANITIES

Editorial by 
Frank Jacob and Francesco Mangiapane

Texts by 
Arvi Sepp and Anneleen Van Hertbruggen
Michael Holm
Francesco Galofaro and Chiara Petrini
James Okolie-Osemene

Religion and Politics

Year 6, Vol. 9, 2021 – ISSN 2199–3939
Editors Frank Jacob and Francesco Mangiapane

9





edizioni
Museo
Pasqualino

            direttore Rosario Perricone



GLOBAL HUMANITIES

9

Biannual Journal

ISSN 2199-3939

Editors
Frank Jacob

Nord Universitet, Norway

Francesco Mangiapane
University of Palermo, Italy

Scientific Board

   Jessica Achberger
University of Lusaka, Zambia

Giuditta Bassano 
IULM University, Milano, Italy

   Saheed Aderinto 
Western Carolina University, USA

   Bruce E. Bechtol, Jr. 
   Angelo State University, USA

   Stephan Köhn 
Cologne University, Germany

Dario Mangano 
University of Palermo, Italy

Gianfranco Marrone 
University of Palermo, Italy

Tiziana Migliore 
University of Urbino, Italy

Sabine Müller 
Marburg University, Germany

Rosario Perricone 
University of Palermo, Italy

GLOBAL HUMANITIES
Year 6, Vol. 9, 2021 – ISSN 2199–3939

Editors Frank Jacob and Francesco Mangiapane



9

edizioni
Museo
Pasqualino

GLOBAL HUMANITIES

Religion and Politics

Year 6, Vol. 9, 2021 – ISSN 2199–3939
Editors Frank Jacob and Francesco Mangiapane

Editorial by 
Frank Jacob and Francesco Mangiapane

Texts by 
Arvi Sepp and Anneleen Van Hertbruggen
Michael Holm
Francesco Galofaro and Chiara Petrini
James Okolie-Osemene



© 2022 Associazione per la conservazione delle tradizioni popolari

Museo internazionale delle marionette Antonio Pasqualino       
Piazza Antonio Pasqualino, 5 – 90133 Palermo PA, Italy

www.edizionimuseopasqualino.it – info@edizionimuseopasqualino.it 

ISBN 979-12-80664-16-7

EAN 9772199393003 60009

DOI  10.53123/GH_9

Design and Typesetting
Francesco Mangiapane

Printing House
Fotograph S.r.l., Palermo, Italy

Cover
© Jon Tyson, In God We Trust,  @ Unsplash

The articles in this volume were peer reviewed.

The publisher is available for any claimants who could not be contacted.

This volume is covered by copyright and no part of it can be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by 
any electronic, mechanical or other means without the written authorization of the owners of the copyright.

The paper used for printing is made with a fibrous mixture made of 100% recycled fibers and is guaranteed by 
Blauer Engel certification. Its fibers are bleached with Chlorine Free processes. It is therefore 100% ecological.

Dipartimento dei beni culturali  
e dell’identità siciliana

Regione siciliana
Assessorato dei beni culturali 
e dell’identità siciliana



Table of Contents
Editorial ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 7
Frank Jacob and Francesco Mangiapane

The Language of Political Messianism� Religion in National Socialist                       
Propaganda Poetry ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������9
arvi sepp and anneleen van Hertbruggen

The Fifth Horseman�� Religion and the Bomb in the Early Atomic Age �������������������� 27
MicHael HolM

The Day after the Pandemic� A Semiotic Analysis of Four Homilies ��������������������������41
Francesco galoFaro and cHiara petrini

Political Abuse of Religion� Groupism, Elite Rascality, and Religious   
Tensions in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic ���������������������������������������������������������������������������57
JaMes okolie-oseMene

CONTRIBUTORS ..................................................................................75



7
GLOBAL HUMANITIES
YEAR 6, VOL. 9, 2021 – ISSN 2199–3939https://doi.org/10.53123/GH_9_1

“Fear prophets … and those 
prepared to die for the truth, 

for as a rule they make 
many others die with them, 

often before them, 
at times instead of them�” 

Umberto Eco, The Name of the Rose

“Religions are the cradles of despotism�”
       Marquis de Sade

Religion has often been abused for 
political aims, especially by religious or-
ganizations that did not care about their 
respective believers but rather power, in-
fluence, and domination� It is therefore 
not surprising that the history of and the 
symbolisms related to religion are often 
political in nature or that religious as-
pects have played an important role in 
the historical course of many national 
and international contexts� The history of 
expansion, colonial and imperial exploita-
tion, wars, and conflicts is often deter-
mined by religious aspects, and the “holy 
war” is nothing exclusively related to our 
past� The interrelationship between reli-
gion and politics seems to be omnipres-
ent and can be debated in many different 
ways and according to many different sci-
entific approaches� 

The present issue of Global Humani-
ties, which is considered an interdiscipli-
nary journal for the study of questions 
and aspects of human life that deter-
mined past centuries and still determine 
life in the globalized context of the 21st 
century, will consequently debate the in-
terrelationship between religion and pol-

itics� It thereby offers a truly global geo-
graphical perspective and spans different 
chronological contexts as well� 

The present issue therefore intends 
to stimulate further discourses about the 
political aspects of religion as well as the 
religious aspects of politics� All in all, it 
offers some glimpses into a broad field of 
study but hopes to provide a certain de-
gree of interdisciplinarity that will stim-
ulate further interesting ideas and ap-
proaches for new angles and perspectives 
related to these two important aspects of 
human life and history� The experience of 
the current pandemic in particular might 
strengthen the role of religion in the fu-
ture again, and therefore it seems to be 
more than timely to focus on its interrela-
tionship with national and international 
politics�

Frank Jacob and Francesco Mangiapane

Editorial


